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Unit and 
Pacing Essential Questions Enduring Understandings Content  

Assessments, 
Skills, and 

Accommodations  
NJSLS CPI 

 
Interdisciplinary Connections 

  
Unit I: Fall of 

Rome/Byzantine 
Empire* 

 
 
 
 

26 Days  
 
 
 

How did social 
structures and trade 
patterns influence the 
development of 
civilizations? 
 
How have economic, 
political, and cultural 
decisions promoted or 
prevented the growth of 
personal freedom, 
individual responsibility, 
equality, and respect for 
human dignity?  
 
How do physical 
geography, human 
geography, and the 
human environment 
interact to influence or 
determine the 
development of cultures, 
societies, and nations? 
 
How and why have 
scientific and 
technological 
developments over the 
course of history 
changed the way people 
live and economies and 
governments function?  
How did the various 
achievements of 
classical civilizations 
and empires impact 
future societies? 
 
What are the key 
similarities and 
differences between the 
major world religions, 

Classical civilizations 
developed and expanded 
into empires of 
unprecedented size and 
diversity by creating 
centralized governments and 
promoting commerce, a 
common culture, and social 
values.  
 
The emergence of empires 
resulted from the promotion 
of interregional trade, 
cultural exchanges, new 
technologies, urbanization, 
and centralized political 
organization. 
 
Societies often create and 
implement technology to 
manage the environment. 
 
Cultural exchange and 
diffusion dramatically 
increased, and enduring 
world religions emerged, 
during the era of classical 
civilizations. 
 
Classical civilizations 
declined as a result of 
internal weaknesses and 
external invasions, but they 
left lasting legacies for 
future civilizations. 
 
Byzantium’s unique location 
at the crossroads of three 
continents made it a hub of 
cultural diffusion. 
 

Justinian (ICM) 
Theodora  (ICM) 
Procopius 
Constantine  
Hagia Sophia 
Eastern Orthodox 
Christianity 
Mediterranean Sea 
Silk Road 
Import/Export 
Mosaic 
Constantinople 
Turks 
 
 
Physical features in 
geography as they relate to 
natural resources and human 
systems. 
 
Discuss at least three 
Byzantine cultural 
achievements:  science, art, 
literature, architecture, 
preservation of ancient 
culture (HCM) 
 
Impact of geography on 
development 
 
Religious Impact 
 
Innovations/advancements 
and technologies 
 
Comparison of the rights of 
different groups within 
civilizations (HCM)  
 
Comparison of different 
civilizations’ social 
structures 

 
CA Benchmark 
Writing prompt 
utilizing primary 
sources 
 
CA 1: 
(Summative) 
Writing prompt 
utilizing primary 
and secondary 
sources:  
 
Formative 1: 
Comparison 
activity  

6.2.8.CivicsPI.3.a 
Compare and contrast the methods (i.e., 
autocratic rule, philosophies, and 
bureaucratic structures) used by the 
rulers of Rome, China, and India to 
control and unify their expanding 
empires. 
 
6.2.8.CivicsDP.3.a 
Compare and contrast the American 
legal system with the legal systems of 
classical civilizations and determine the 
extent to which these early systems 
influenced our current legal system 
(e.g., Babylonian Code of Hammurabi, 
Roman Justinian Code, Israelite Jewish 
Law). 
 
6.2.8.CivicsHR.3.a 
Compare and contrast the rights and 
responsibilities of free men, women, 
slaves, and foreigners in the political, 
economic, and social structures of 
classical civilizations. 
 
6.2.8.GeoPP.3.a 
Use geographic models to describe how 
the availability of natural resources 
influenced the development of the 
political, economic, and cultural 
systems of each of the classical 
civilizations and provided motivation 
for expansion 
 
6.2.8.GeoHE.4.a 
Explain how geography influenced the 
development of the political, economic, 
and cultural centers of each empire as 
well as the empires’ relationships with 
other parts of the world. 
 
 
 

21st Century Skills 
9.2.8.B.3 Evaluate communication, collaboration, and 
leadership skills that can be developed through 
school, home, work, and extracurricular activities for 
use in a career. 
  
9.2.8.B.4 Evaluate how traditional and nontraditional 
careers have evolved regionally, nationally, and 
globally 
  
9.3.12.AG-NR.2 Analyze the interrelationships 
between natural resources and humans.  
  
9.3.12.ED.2 Demonstrate effective oral, written and 
multimedia communication in multiple formats and 
contexts.  
  
9.3.ST-SM.3 Analyze the impact that science and 
mathematics has on society. 
  
9.1.8.A.6 Explain how income affects spending 
decisions.  
 
Technology Standards  
8.1.8.B.1 Synthesize and publish information about a 
local or global issue or event (ex. telecollaborative 
project, blog, school web.  
(Utilization and implementation of technology allows 
students to draw connections between material 
covered throughout the unit via the use of modern 
forms of technological innovation) 
 
8.1.8.C.1 Collaborate to develop and publish work 
that provides perspectives on a global problem for 
discussions with learners from other countries. 
(Asynchronous opportunities utilizing provided 
technology) 

1 



Hillsborough Township School District                                         Grade 8 Social Studies                    07/10/2020 
and why do they have 
those similarities and 
differences? 
 
What impact does 
religion have on the 
world? How does 
religion unite and how 
does it divide? Consider: 
politics, art, culture… 
 
How can the study of 
multiple perspectives, 
beliefs systems 
(religions), and cultures 
provide a context for 
understanding and 
challenging public 
actions and decisions in 
a diverse and 
interdependent world? 
 
 

Despite encroachments by 
Islamic peoples, the 
structure and organization of 
the Byzantine empire 
enabled it to survive for 
1000 years. 
 
 

 
Economic issues of 
civilizations 
 
Religious issues of 
civilizations 
 
Factors that led to decline 
 
Enduring legacies and 
importance of achievements  

6.2.8.EconGE.3.a 
Explain how classical civilizations used 
technology and innovation to enhance 
agricultural/ manufacturing output and 
commerce, to expand military 
capabilities, to improve life in urban 
areas, and to allow for greater division 
of labor. 
 
6.2.8.HistoryUP.3.a 
Compare and contrast social hierarchies 
in classical civilizations as they relate to 
power, wealth, and equality. 
 
6.2.8.HistoryCA.3.a 
Evaluate the importance and enduring 
legacy of the major achievements of 
Greece, Rome, India, and China over 
time.  
 
6.2.8.HistoryCC.3.a 
Determine the extent to which religion, 
economic issues, and conflict shaped 
the values and decisions of the classical 
civilizations. 
 
6.2.8.HistoryCC.4.e 
Determine the extent to which the 
Byzantine Empire influenced the 
Islamic world and western Europe.  
 
6.1.8.EconNE.4.b 
Analyze how technological innovations 
affected the status and social class of 
different groups of people and explain 
the outcomes that resulted. 
 
6.2.8.HistoryUP.3.c 
Compare and contrast the tenets of 
various world religions that developed 
in or around this time period (i.e., 
Buddhism, Christianity, Confucianism, 
Hinduism, Islam, Judaism, Sikhism, and 
Taoism), their patterns of expansion, 
and their responses to the current 
challenges of globalization. 
 
 

8.1.8.D.1 Understand and model appropriate online 
behaviors related to cyber safety, cyber bullying, 
cyber security, and cyber ethics including appropriate 
use of social media. 
(Participation in quarterly Digital Citizenship 
activities) 
  
8.1.8.D.2 Demonstrate the application of appropriate 
citations to digital content 
(Utilization and implementation of technology allows 
students to draw connections between material 
covered throughout the unit via the use of modern 
forms of technological innovation). 
  
8.1.8.D.3 Demonstrate an understanding of fair use 
and Creative Commons to intellectual property. 
(Utilization and implementation of technology allows 
students to draw connections between material 
covered throughout the unit via the use of modern 
forms of technological innovation) 
  
8.1.8.D.4 Assess the credibility and accuracy of 
digital content. 
(Utilization and implementation of technology allows 
students to draw connections between material 
covered throughout the unit via the use of modern 
forms of technological innovation) 
  
8.1.8.D.5 Understand appropriate uses for social 
media and the negative consequences of misuse. 
(Participation in quarterly Digital Citizenship 
activities) 
  
8.1.8.E.1 Effectively use a variety of search tools and 
filters in professional public databases to find 
information to solve a real world problem. 
(Lessons related to the efficacy of various search 
tools, in particular, those related to school databases) 
 
8.1.8.F.1 Explore a local issue, by using digital tools 
to collect and analyze data to identify a solution and 
make an informed decision. 
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6.3.8.CivicsPI.2 
Evaluate the extent to which different 
forms of government reflect the history 
and values of various societies (e.g., 
monarchy, democracy, republic, 
dictatorship).  
 
6.3.8.CivicsHR.1 
Construct an argument as to the source 
of human rights and how they are best 
protected.  

(Utilization and implementation of technology allows 
students to draw connections between material 
covered throughout the unit via the use of modern 
forms of technological innovation) 
 
Literacy: Reading and Writing Standards  
RH.6-8.1 Cite specific textual evidence to support 
analysis of primary and secondary sources. 
  
RH.6-8.2 Determine the central ideas of information 
of a primary or secondary source; provide an accurate 
summary of the source distinct from prior knowledge 
or opinions. 
  
RH.6-8.3 Identify key steps in a text’s description of 
a process related to history/social studies (e.g.: how a 
bill becomes a law, how interest rates are raised or 
lowered). 
  
RH.6-8.4 Determine the meaning of words and 
phrases as they are used in a text, including 
vocabulary specific to domains related to 
history/social studies. 
  
RH.6-8.5 Describe how a text presents information 
(e.g.: sequentially, comparatively, causally). 
  
RH.6-8.6 Identify aspects of a text that reveal an 
author’s point of view or purpose (e.g. loaded 
language, inclusion or avoidance of particular facts). 
  
RH.6-8.7 Integrate visual information (e.g.: in charts, 
graphs, photographs, videos, or maps) with other 
information in print and digital texts.  
  
RH.6-8.8 Distinguish among fact, opinion, and 
reasoned judgement in a text. 
  
RH.6-8.9 Analyze the relationship between a primary 
and secondary source on the same topic. 
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RH.6-8.10 By the end of grade 8, read and 
comprehend  history/social studies texts in the grades 
6-8 text complexity band independently and 
proficiently. 
  
WHST.6-8.1 Write arguments focused on 
discipline-specific content. 
  
WHST.6-8.2 Write informative/explanatory texts, 
including the narration of historical events. 
  
WHST.6-8.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in 
which the development, organization, voice, and style 
are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 
  
WHST.6-8.5 With some guidance and support from 
peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as 
needed  by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or 
trying a new approach, focusing on how well purpose 
and audience have been addressed. 
  
WHST.6-8.6 Use technology, including the Internet, 
to produce and publish writing and present the 
relationships between information and ideas clearly 
and efficiently. 
  
WHST.6-8.7 Conduct short research projects to 
answer a question, drawing on several sources and 
generating additional related, focused questions that 
allow for multiple avenues of exploration. 
  
WHST.6-8.8 Gather relevant information from 
multiple print and digital sources, using search terms 
effectively; assess the credibility and accuracy of 
each source; and quote or paraphrase the data and 
conclusions of others while avoiding plagiarism and 
following a standard format for citation. 
  
WHST.6-8.9 Draw evidence from informational texts 
to support analysis reflection, and research. 
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WHST.6-8.10 Write routinely over extended time 
frames (time for research, reflection, 
metacognition/self-correction and revision) and 
shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) 
for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and 
audiences. 
 
Science Standards: 
MS-ESS3-2 Analyze and interpret data on natural 
hazards to forecast future catastrophic events and 
inform the development of technologies to mitigate 
their effects 
 
MS-ESS3-3 Apply scientific principles to design a 
method for monitoring and minimizing a human 
impact on the environment. 
 
MS-ESS3-4 Construct an argument supported by 
evidence for how increases in human population and 
per-capita consumption of natural resources impact 
Earth’s systems 
  
Math Standards 
8.F.B.4 Construct a function to model a linear 
relationship between two quantities. Determine the 
rate of change and initial value of the function from a 
description of a relationship or from two (x, y) values, 
including reading these from a table or from a graph. 
Interpret the rate of change and initial value of a 
linear function in terms of the situation it models, and 
in terms of its graph or a table of values. 
 
8.F.B.5 Describe qualitatively the functional 
relationship between two quantities by analyzing a 
graph (e.g., where the function is increasing or 
decreasing, linear or nonlinear). Sketch a graph that 
exhibits the qualitative features of a function that has 
been described verbally. 
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Unit and 
Pacing Essential Questions Enduring Understandings Content  

Assessments, 
Skills, and 

Accommodations  
NJSLS CPI 

 
Interdisciplinary Connections 

  
Unit II: 

Medieval 
Islamic Empire* 

 
 
 
 

20 Days  

How did social 
structures and trade 
patterns influence the 
development of 
societies? 
 
How do physical 
geography, human 
geography, and the 
human environment 
interact to influence or 
determine the 
development of cultures, 
societies, and nations? 
 
How and why have 
scientific and 
technological 
developments over the 
course of history 
changed the way people 
live and economies and 
governments function?  

Societies often create and 
implement technology to 
manage the environment. 
 
Cultural exchange and 
diffusion increased to 
varying degrees. 
 
Classical civilizations and 
isolated peoples developed 
and expanded into societies 
and empires of varying size 
and diversity by creating 
governments and promoting 
commerce, a common 
culture, and social values.  
 
The emergence of empires 
and societies resulted from 
the promotion of 
interregional trade, cultural 
exchanges, new 
technologies, urbanization, 
and centralized political or 
decentralized organization. 
 
The geographical 
characteristics of the Middle 
East created numerous 
challenges for people in the 
region. 
 
Islam was the driving force 
behind political structures 
and institutions as well as 
daily life. 
 
 

Key terms and physical 
features in geography as 
they relate to natural 
resources and human 
systems 
 
Origins and tenets of Islam 
 
Muslim conquests 
 
Muhammed, prophet, Quran 
(ICM), 5 Pillars of Islam, 
Mecca, Medina, Arabic, 
Arabia 
 
Discuss at least two major 
Islamic empires / compare 
and contrast 
 
Muslim contributions in 
science, mathematics, 
literature, art, architecture, 
cultural diffusion (HCM) 
 
 

CA 1: 
(Summative) 
Writing prompt 
utilizing primary 
and secondary 
sources  
 
Formative 1: 
Comparison 
activity 

6.2.8.CivicsHR.3.a 
Compare and contrast the rights and 
responsibilities of free men, women, 
slaves, and foreigners in the political, 
economic, and social structures of 
classical civilizations. 
 
6.2.8.CivicsPI.4.a 
Analyze the role of religion and other 
means rulers used to unify and centrally 
govern expanding territories with 
diverse populations 
 
6.2.8.GeoPP.3.a 
Use geographic models to describe how 
the availability of natural resources 
influenced the development of the 
political, economic, and cultural 
systems of each of the classical 
civilizations and provided motivation 
for expansion.  
 
6.2.8.GeoHP.4.a 
Explain why the Arabian Peninsula’s 
physical features and location made it 
the epicenter of Afro-Eurasian trade and 
fostered the spread of Islam into Africa, 
Europe, and Asia. 
 
 
 
6.2.8.EconGE.3.a 
Explain how classical civilizations used 
technology and innovation to enhance 
agricultural/ manufacturing output and 
commerce, to expand military 
capabilities, to improve life in urban 
areas, and to allow for greater division 
of labor. 
 
6.2.8.HistoryUP.3.a 

21st Century Skills 
9.2.8.B.3 Evaluate communication, collaboration, 
and leadership skills that can be developed through 
school, home, work, and extracurricular activities 
for use in a career. 
  
9.2.8.B.4 Evaluate how traditional and 
nontraditional careers have evolved regionally, 
nationally, and globally 
  
9.3.12.AG-NR.2 Analyze the interrelationships 
between natural resources and humans.  
  
9.3.12.ED.2 Demonstrate effective oral, written 
and multimedia communication in multiple 
formats and contexts.  
  
9.3.ST-SM.3 Analyze the impact that science and 
mathematics has on society. 
  
9.1.8.A.6 Explain how income affects spending 
decisions.  
 
Technology Standards  
8.1.8.B.1 Synthesize and publish information 
about a local or global issue or event (ex. 
telecollaborative project, blog, school web.  
(Utilization and implementation of technology 
allows students to draw connections between 
material covered throughout the unit via the use of 
modern forms of technological innovation) 
  
8.1.8.C.1 Collaborate to develop and publish work 
that provides perspectives on a global problem for 
discussions with learners from other countries. 
(Asynchronous opportunities utilizing provided 
technology) 
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Compare and contrast social hierarchies 
in classical civilizations as they relate to 
power, wealth, and equality. 
 
6.2.8.HistoryCC.3.a 
Determine the extent to which religion, 
economic issues, and conflict shaped 
the values and decisions of the classical 
civilizations. 
 
6.2.8.HistoryUP.3.c 
Compare and contrast the tenets of 
various world religions that developed 
in or around this time period (i.e., 
Buddhism, Christianity, Confucianism, 
Hinduism, Islam, Judaism, Sikhism, and 
Taoism), their patterns of expansion, 
and their responses to the current 
challenges of globalization. 
 
6.2.8.HistoryCC.4.e 
Determine the extent to which the 
Byzantine Empire influenced the 
Islamic world and western Europe. 
 
6.2.8.GeoHP.4.c 
Use maps to show how the interaction 
between the Islamic world and medieval 
Europe increased trade, enhanced 
technology innovation and impacted 
science, thought, and the arts 
 
 
 
 
6.3.8.CivicsPI.2 
Evaluate the extent to which different 
forms of government reflect the history 
and values of various societies (e.g., 
monarchy, democracy, republic, 
dictatorship).  
 
6.3.8.CivicsHR.1 
Construct an argument as to the source 
of human rights and how they are best 
protected.  
 
 

8.1.8.D.5 Understand appropriate uses for social 
media and the negative consequences of misuse. 
(Participation in quarterly Digital Citizenship 
activities) 
  
8.1.8.D.2 Demonstrate the application of 
appropriate citations to digital content 
(Utilization and implementation of technology 
allows students to draw connections between 
material covered throughout the unit via the use of 
modern forms of technological innovation). 
  
8.1.8.D.3 Demonstrate an understanding of fair use 
and Creative Commons to intellectual property. 
(Utilization and implementation of technology 
allows students to draw connections between 
material covered throughout the unit via the use of 
modern forms of technological innovation) 
  
8.1.8.D.4 Assess the credibility and accuracy of 
digital content. 
(Utilization and implementation of technology 
allows students to draw connections between 
material covered throughout the unit via the use of 
modern forms of technological innovation) 
  
8.1.8.D.5 Understand appropriate uses for social 
media and the negative consequences of misuse. 
(Utilization and implementation of technology 
allows students to draw connections between 
material covered throughout the unit via the use of 
modern forms of technological innovation) 
  
8.1.8.E.1 Effectively use a variety of search tools 
and filters in professional public databases to find 
information to solve a real world problem. 
(Lessons related to the efficacy of various search 
tools, in particular, those related to school 
databases) 
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 8.1.8.F.1 Explore a local issue, by using digital 

tools to collect and analyze data to identify a 
solution and make an informed decision. 
(Utilization and implementation of technology 
allows students to draw connections between 
material covered throughout the unit via the use of 
modern forms of technological innovation) 
 
Literacy: Reading and Writing Standards  
RH.6-8.1: Cite specific textual evidence to support 
analysis of primary and secondary sources. 
 
RH.6-8.2 Determine the central ideas of 
information of a primary or secondary source; 
provide an accurate summary of the source distinct 
from prior knowledge or opinions. 
  
RH.6-8.3 Identify key steps in a text’s description 
of a process related to history/social studies (e.g.: 
how a bill becomes a law, how interest rates are 
raised or lowered). 
  
RH.6-8.4 Determine the meaning of words and 
phrases as they are used in a text, including 
vocabulary specific to domains related to 
history/social studies. 
  
RH.6-8.5 Describe how a text presents information 
(e.g.: sequentially, comparatively, causally). 
  
RH.6-8.6 Identify aspects of a text that reveal an 
author’s point of view or purpose (e.g. loaded 
language, inclusion or avoidance of particular 
facts). 
  
RH.6-8.7 Integrate visual information (e.g.: in 
charts, graphs, photographs, videos, or maps) with 
other information in print and digital texts.  
  
RH.6-8.8 Distinguish among fact, opinion, and 
reasoned judgement in a text. 
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RH.6-8.9 Analyze the relationship between a 
primary and secondary source on the same topic. 
  
RH.6-8.10 By the end of grade 8, read and 
comprehend history/social studies texts in the 
grades 6-8 text complexity band independently and 
proficiently. 
  
WHST.6-8.1 Write arguments focused on 
discipline-specific content. 
  
WHST.6-8.2 Write informative/explanatory texts, 
including the narration of historical events. 
  
WHST.6-8.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in 
which the development, organization, voice, and 
style are appropriate to task, purpose, and 
audience. 
  
WHST.6-8.5 With some guidance and support 
from peers and adults, develop and strengthen 
writing as needed  by planning, revising, editing, 
rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on 
how well purpose and audience have been 
addressed. 
  
WHST.6-8.6 Use technology, including the 
Internet, to produce and publish writing and 
present the relationships between information and 
ideas clearly and efficiently. 
  
WHST.6-8.7 Conduct short research projects to 
answer a question, drawing on several sources and 
generating additional related, focused questions 
that allow for multiple avenues of exploration. 
  
WHST.6-8.8 Gather relevant information from 
multiple print and digital sources, using search 
terms effectively; assess the credibility and 
accuracy of each source; and quote or paraphrase 
the data and conclusions of others while avoiding 
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plagiarism and following a standard format for 
citation. 
  
WHST.6-8.9 Draw evidence from informational 
texts to support analysis reflection, and research. 
  
WHST.6-8.10 Write routinely over extended time 
frames (time for research, reflection, 
metacognition/self-correction and revision) and 
shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or 
two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, 
purposes, and audiences. 
 
Science Standards: 
MS-ESS3-2 Analyze and interpret data on natural 
hazards to forecast future catastrophic events and 
inform the development of technologies to mitigate 
their effects 
 
MS-ESS3-3 Apply scientific principles to design a 
method for monitoring and minimizing a human 
impact on the environment. 
 
MS-ESS3-4 Construct an argument supported by 
evidence for how increases in human population 
and per-capita consumption of natural resources 
impact Earth’s systems 
  
Math Standards 
8.F.B.4 Construct a function to model a linear 
relationship between two quantities. Determine the 
rate of change and initial value of the function 
from a description of a relationship or from two (x, 
y) values, including reading these from a table or 
from a graph. Interpret the rate of change and 
initial value of a linear function in terms of the 
situation it models, and in terms of its graph or a 
table of values. 
 
8.F.B.5 Describe qualitatively the functional 
relationship between two quantities by analyzing a 
graph (e.g., where the function is increasing or 
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decreasing, linear or nonlinear). Sketch a graph 
that exhibits the qualitative features of a function 
that has been described verbally. 
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Unit and 
Pacing Essential Questions Enduring Understandings Content  

Assessments, 
Skills, and 

Accommodations  
NJSLS CPI 

 
Interdisciplinary Connections 

  
Unit III: 

Independent 
Student Project* 

 
 
 

10 Days  
 
 

How did social 
structures and trade 
patterns influence the 
development of 
societies? 
 
How do physical 
geography, human 
geography, and the 
human environment 
interact to influence or 
determine the 
development of cultures, 
societies, and nations? 
 
How and why have 
scientific and 
technological 
developments over the 
course of history 
changed the way people 
live and economies and 
governments function?  
 
How did the various 
achievements of isolated 
peoples and empires 
impact future societies? 

Classical civilizations and 
isolated peoples developed 
and expanded into societies 
and empires of varying size 
and diversity by creating 
governments and promoting 
commerce, a common 
culture, and social values.  
 
The emergence of empires 
and societies resulted from 
the promotion of 
interregional trade, cultural 
exchanges, new 
technologies, urbanization, 
and centralized political or 
decentralized organization. 
 
While commercial and 
agricultural improvements 
created new wealth and 
opportunities for the empires 
and isolated peoples, most 
people’s daily lives 
remained unchanged. 
 
Societies often create and 
implement technology to 
manage the environment. 
 
Cultural exchange and 
diffusion dramatically 
increased, and enduring 
world religions emerged, 
during the era of classical 
civilizations. 
 
 

Role of geography and 
natural resources 
 
Independent study of 
freechoice Byzantine or 
Medieval Muslim figures 
ICM 
 
Role of religion 
 
Comparison of methods 
used by rulers  
 
Innovations/ advancements 
and technologies 
 
Comparison of the rights of 
different groups within 
civilizations 
 
Comparison of different 
civilizations’ social 
structures  
 
Economic issues of 
civilizations 
 
Religious issues of 
civilizations  
 
Factors that led to decline  
 
Enduring legacies and 
importance of achievements 
(HCM)  

Alternative 
Assessment 
Research project 

6.2.8.CivicsPI.3.a 
Compare and contrast the methods (i.e., 
autocratic rule, philosophies, and 
bureaucratic structures) used by the 
rulers of Rome, China, and India to 
control and unify their expanding 
empires. 
 
6.2.8.CivicsHR.3.a 
Compare and contrast the rights and 
responsibilities of free men, women, 
slaves, and foreigners in the political, 
economic, and social structures of 
classical civilizations. 
 
6.2.8.GeoPP.3.a 
Use geographic models to describe how 
the availability of natural resources 
influenced the development of the 
political, economic, and cultural 
systems of each of the classical 
civilizations and provided motivation 
for expansion.  
 
6.2.8.EconGE.3.a 
Explain how classical civilizations used 
technology and innovation to enhance 
agricultural/ manufacturing output and 
commerce, to expand military 
capabilities, to improve life in urban 
areas, and to allow for greater division 
of labor. 
 
6.2.8.HistoryUP.3.a 
Compare and contrast social hierarchies 
in classical civilizations as they relate to 
power, wealth, and equality 
 
 
 
 
 
6.2.8.HistoryCA.3.a 

21st Century Skills 
9.2.8.B.3 Evaluate communication, collaboration, 
and leadership skills that can be developed through 
school, home, work, and extracurricular activities 
for use in a career. 
  
9.2.8.B.4 Evaluate how traditional and 
nontraditional careers have evolved regionally, 
nationally, and globally 
  
9.3.12.AG-NR.2 Analyze the interrelationships 
between natural resources and humans.  
  
9.3.12.ED.2 Demonstrate effective oral, written 
and multimedia communication in multiple 
formats and contexts.  
  
9.3.ST-SM.3 Analyze the impact that science and 
mathematics has on society. 
  
9.1.8.A.6 Explain how income affects spending 
decisions.  
 
Technology Standards  
8.1.8.B.1 Synthesize and publish information 
about a local or global issue or event (ex. 
telecollaborative project, blog, school web.  
(Utilization and implementation of technology 
allows students to draw connections between 
material covered throughout the unit via the use of 
modern forms of technological innovation) 
  
 
 
 
8.1.8.C.1 Collaborate to develop and publish work 
that provides perspectives on a global problem for 
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Evaluate the importance and enduring 
legacy of the major achievements of 
Greece, Rome, India, and China over 
time.  
 
6.2.8.HistoryCC.3.a 
Determine the extent to which religion, 
economic issues, and conflict shaped 
the values and decisions of the classical 
civilizations. 
 
6.2.8.HistoryCC.4.e 
Determine the extent to which the 
Byzantine Empire influenced the 
Islamic world and western Europe. 
 
6.2.8.HistoryUP.3.c 
Compare and contrast the tenets of 
various world religions that developed 
in or around this time period (i.e., 
Buddhism, Christianity, Confucianism, 
Hinduism, Islam, Judaism, Sikhism, and 
Taoism), their patterns of expansion, 
and their responses to the current 
challenges of globalization. 
 
6.3.8.CivicsPI.2 
Evaluate the extent to which different 
forms of government reflect the history 
and values of various societies (e.g., 
monarchy, democracy, republic, 
dictatorship).  
 
6.3.8.CivicsHR.1 
Construct an argument as to the source 
of human rights and how they are best 
protected.  

discussions with learners from other countries. 
(Asynchronous opportunities utilizing provided 
technology) 
  
8.1.8.D.1 Understand and model appropriate 
online behaviors related to cyber safety, cyber 
bullying, cyber security, and cyber ethics including 
appropriate use of social media. 
(Participation in quarterly Digital Citizenship 
activities) 
  
8.1.8.D.2 Demonstrate the application of 
appropriate citations to digital content 
(Utilization and implementation of technology 
allows students to draw connections between 
material covered throughout the unit via the use of 
modern forms of technological innovation). 
  
8.1.8.D.3 Demonstrate an understanding of fair use 
and Creative Commons to intellectual property. 
(Utilization and implementation of technology 
allows students to draw connections between 
material covered throughout the unit via the use of 
modern forms of technological innovation) 
  
8.1.8.D.4 Assess the credibility and accuracy of 
digital content. 
(Utilization and implementation of technology 
allows students to draw connections between 
material covered throughout the unit via the use of 
modern forms of technological innovation) 
  
8.1.8.D.5 Understand appropriate uses for social 
media and the negative consequences of misuse. 
(Utilization and implementation of technology 
allows students to draw connections between 
material covered throughout the unit via the use of 
modern forms of technological innovation) 
  
8.1.8.E.1 Effectively use a variety of search tools 
and filters in professional public databases to find 
information to solve a real world problem. 
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(Lessons related to the efficacy of various search 
tools, in particular, those related to school 
databases) 
  
8.1.8.F.1 Explore a local issue, by using digital 
tools to collect and analyze data to identify a 
solution and make an informed decision. 
(Utilization and implementation of technology 
allows students to draw connections between 
material covered throughout the unit via the use of 
modern forms of technological innovation) 
  
Literacy: Reading and Writing Standards  
RH.6-8.1: Cite specific textual evidence to support 
analysis of primary and secondary sources. 
  
RH.6-8.2: Determine the central ideas of 
information of a primary or secondary source; 
provide an accurate summary of the source distinct 
from prior knowledge or opinions. 
  
RH.6-8.3: Identify key steps in a text’s description 
of a process related to history/social studies (e.g.: 
how a bill becomes a law, how interest rates are 
raised or lowered). 
  
RH.6-8.4: Determine the meaning of words and 
phrases as they are used in a text, including 
vocabulary specific to domains related to 
history/social studies. 
  
RH.6-8.5: Describe how a text presents 
information (e.g.: sequentially, comparatively, 
causally). 
  
RH.6-8.6: Identify aspects of a text that reveal an 
author’s point of view or purpose (e.g. loaded 
language, inclusion or avoidance of particular 
facts). 
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RH.6-8.7: Integrate visual information (e.g.: in 
charts, graphs, photographs, videos, or maps) with 
other information in print and digital texts.  
  
RH.6-8.8: Distinguish among fact, opinion, and 
reasoned judgement in a text. 
  
RH.6-8.9: Analyze the relationship between a 
primary and secondary source on the same topic. 
  
RH.6-8.10: By the end of grade 8, read and 
comprehend history/social studies texts in the 
grades 6-8 text complexity band independently and 
proficiently. 
  
WHST.6-8.1: Write arguments focused on 
discipline-specific content. 
  
WHST.6-8.2: Write informative/explanatory texts, 
including the narration of historical events. 
  
WHST.6-8.4: Produce clear and coherent writing 
in which the development, organization, voice, and 
style are appropriate to task, purpose, and 
audience. 
  
WHST.6-8.5: With some guidance and support 
from peers and adults, develop and strengthen 
writing as needed  by planning, revising, editing, 
rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on 
how well purpose and audience have been 
addressed. 
  
WHST.6-8.6: Use technology, including the 
Internet, to produce and publish writing and 
present the relationships between information and 
ideas clearly and efficiently. 
  
WHST.6-8.7: Conduct short research projects to 
answer a question, drawing on several sources and 
generating additional related, focused questions 
that allow for multiple avenues of exploration. 
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WHST.6-8.8: Gather relevant information from 
multiple print and digital sources, using search 
terms effectively; assess the credibility and 
accuracy of each source; and quote or paraphrase 
the data and conclusions of others while avoiding 
plagiarism and following a standard format for 
citation. 
  
WHST.6-8.9: Draw evidence from informational 
texts to support analysis reflection, and research. 
  
WHST.6-8.10: Write routinely over extended time 
frames (time for research, reflection, 
metacognition/self-correction and revision) and 
shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or 
two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, 
purposes, and audiences. 
 
Science Standards: 
MS-ESS3-2. Analyze and interpret data on natural 
hazards to forecast future catastrophic events and 
inform the development of technologies to mitigate 
their effects 
MS-ESS3-3. Apply scientific principles to design a 
method for monitoring and minimizing a human 
impact on the environment. 
MS-ESS3-4. Construct an argument supported by 
evidence for how increases in human population 
and per-capita consumption of natural resources 
impact Earth’s systems 
  
Math Standards 
8.F.B.4. Construct a function to model a linear 
relationship between two quantities. Determine the 
rate of change and initial value of the function 
from a description of a relationship or from two (x, 
y) values, including reading these from a table or 
from a graph. Interpret the rate of change and 
initial value of a linear function in terms of the 
situation it models, and in terms of its graph or a 
table of values. 
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8.F.B.5. Describe qualitatively the functional 
relationship between two quantities by analyzing a 
graph (e.g., where the function is increasing or 
decreasing, linear or nonlinear). Sketch a graph 
that exhibits the qualitative features of a function 
that has been described verbally. 
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Unit and 
Pacing Essential Questions Enduring Understandings Content  

Assessments, 
Skills, and 

Accommodations  
NJSLS CPI 

 
Interdisciplinary Connections 

  
Unit IV:  

Geographically 
Isolated Peoples 
of  Central and 
South America 
(Olmec, Maya, 
Aztec, Inca)* 

 
 
 

22 Days 

How did social 
structures and trade 
patterns influence the 
development of 
societies? 
 
How do physical 
geography, human 
geography, and the 
human environment 
interact to influence or 
determine the 
development of cultures, 
societies, and nations? 
 
How and why have 
scientific and 
technological 
developments over the 
course of history 
changed the way people 
live and economies and 
governments function?  
 
How did the various 
achievements of isolated 
peoples and empires 
impact future societies? 
 
 

Geographically isolated 
peoples developed and 
expanded into societies and 
empires of varying size and 
diversity by creating 
governments and promoting 
commerce, a common 
culture, and social values.  
 
The emergence of isolated 
peoples resulted from the 
promotion of interregional 
trade, cultural exchanges, 
new technologies, 
urbanization, and centralized 
political or decentralized 
organization. 
 
While commercial and 
agricultural improvements 
created new wealth and 
opportunities for the 
societies, most people’s 
daily lives remained 
unchanged. 
 
Societies often create and 
implement technology to 
manage the environment 
 
Cultural exchange and 
diffusion increased to 
varying degrees. 
 
Isolated people’s societies 
declined as a result of 
internal weaknesses and 
external invasions, but they 
left lasting legacies for 
future societies.  

Key Terms: 
Montezuma (ICM) 
Hernan Cortes 
Tikal 
Olmec Heads 
Tenochtitlan 
Chichen Itza  
Chinampas 
Terrace Farming 
Cuzco 
 
 
Role of geography and 
natural resources 
 
Role of religion and 
religious practices (ICM) 
 
Comparison of methods 
used by rulers of isolated 
peoples 
 
Innovations/advancements 
and technologies 
 
Comparison of the rights of 
different groups within 
civilizations (HCM) (ICM) 
 
Comparison of different 
civilizations’ social 
structures (HCM) 
 
Economic issues of 
civilizations 
 
Religious issues of 
civilizations  
 
Factors that led to decline 
 
Enduring legacies and 

CA 2: 
(Summative) 
Writing prompt 
utilizing primary 
and secondary 
sources  
 
Formative 2: 
Comparison 
activity  

6.2.8.GeoHE.4.a 
Explain how geography influenced the 
development of the political, economic, 
and cultural centers of each empire as 
well as the empires’ relationships with 
other parts of the world. 
 
6.2.8.GeoHP.4.b 
Assess how maritime and overland 
trade routes impacted urbanization, 
transportation, communication, and the 
development of international trade 
centers (i.e., the African caravan and 
Silk Road).  
 
6.2.8.HistoryCC.4.g 
Evaluate the importance and enduring 
legacy of the major achievements of the 
people living Asia, Africa (Islam), 
Europe and the Americas over time. 
 
6.3.8.CivicsPI.2 
Evaluate the extent to which different 
forms of government reflect the history 
and values of various societies (e.g., 
monarchy, democracy, republic, 
dictatorship).  
 
6.3.8.CivicsHR.1 
Construct an argument as to the source 
of human rights and how they are best 
protected.  
 
 
 
 
 

21st Century Skills 
9.2.8.B.3 Evaluate communication, collaboration, 
and leadership skills that can be developed through 
school, home, work, and extracurricular activities 
for use in a career. 
  
9.2.8.B.4 Evaluate how traditional and 
nontraditional careers have evolved regionally, 
nationally, and globally 
  
9.3.12.AG-NR.2 Analyze the interrelationships 
between natural resources and humans.  
  
9.3.12.ED.2 Demonstrate effective oral, written 
and multimedia communication in multiple 
formats and contexts.  
  
9.3.ST-SM.3 Analyze the impact that science and 
mathematics has on society. 
  
9.1.8.A.6 Explain how income affects spending 
decisions.  
 
Technology Standards  
8.1.8.B.1 Synthesize and publish information 
about a local or global issue or event (ex. 
telecollaborative project, blog, school web.  
(Utilization and implementation of technology 
allows students to draw connections between 
material covered throughout the unit via the use of 
modern forms of technological innovation) 
  
 
 
 
8.1.8.C.1 Collaborate to develop and publish work 
that provides perspectives on a global problem for 
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importance of achievements 
(ICM)  

discussions with learners from other countries. 
(Asynchronous opportunities utilizing provided 
technology) 
  
8.1.8.D.1 Understand and model appropriate 
online behaviors related to cyber safety, cyber 
bullying, cyber security, and cyber ethics including 
appropriate use of social media. 
(Participation in quarterly Digital Citizenship 
activities) 
  
8.1.8.D.2 Demonstrate the application of 
appropriate citations to digital content 
(Utilization and implementation of technology 
allows students to draw connections between 
material covered throughout the unit via the use of 
modern forms of technological innovation). 
  
8.1.8.D.3 Demonstrate an understanding of fair use 
and Creative Commons to intellectual property. 
(Utilization and implementation of technology 
allows students to draw connections between 
material covered throughout the unit via the use of 
modern forms of technological innovation) 
  
8.1.8.D.4 Assess the credibility and accuracy of 
digital content. 
(Utilization and implementation of technology 
allows students to draw connections between 
material covered throughout the unit via the use of 
modern forms of technological innovation) 
  
8.1.8.D.5 Understand appropriate uses for social 
media and the negative consequences of misuse. 
(Utilization and implementation of technology 
allows students to draw connections between 
material covered throughout the unit via the use of 
modern forms of technological innovation) 
  
8.1.8.E.1 Effectively use a variety of search tools 
and filters in professional public databases to find 
information to solve a real world problem. 
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(Lessons related to the efficacy of various search 
tools, in particular, those related to school 
databases) 
 
8.1.8.F.1 Explore a local issue, by using digital 
tools to collect and analyze data to identify a 
solution and make an informed decision. 
(Utilization and implementation of technology 
allows students to draw connections between 
material covered throughout the unit via the use of 
modern forms of technological innovation) 
  
Literacy: Reading and Writing Standards  
RH.6-8.1: Cite specific textual evidence to support 
analysis of primary and secondary sources. 
  
RH.6-8.2: Determine the central ideas of 
information of a primary or secondary source; 
provide an accurate summary of the source distinct 
from prior knowledge or opinions. 
  
RH.6-8.3: Identify key steps in a text’s description 
of a process related to history/social studies (e.g.: 
how a bill becomes a law, how interest rates are 
raised or lowered). 
  
RH.6-8.4: Determine the meaning of words and 
phrases as they are used in a text, including 
vocabulary specific to domains related to 
history/social studies. 
  
RH.6-8.5: Describe how a text presents 
information (e.g.: sequentially, comparatively, 
causally). 
  
RH.6-8.6: Identify aspects of a text that reveal an 
author’s point of view or purpose (e.g. loaded 
language, inclusion or avoidance of particular 
facts). 
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RH.6-8.7: Integrate visual information (e.g.: in 
charts, graphs, photographs, videos, or maps) with 
other information in print and digital texts.  
 
RH.6-8.8: Distinguish among fact, opinion, and 
reasoned judgement in a text. 
RH.6-8.9: Analyze the relationship between a 
primary and secondary source on the same topic. 
  
RH.6-8.10: By the end of grade 8, read and 
comprehend history/social studies texts in the 
grades 6-8 text complexity band independently and 
proficiently. 
  
WHST.6-8.1: Write arguments focused on 
discipline-specific content. 
  
WHST.6-8.2: Write informative/explanatory texts, 
including the narration of historical events. 
  
WHST.6-8.4: Produce clear and coherent writing 
in which the development, organization, voice, and 
style are appropriate to task, purpose, and 
audience. 
  
WHST.6-8.5: With some guidance and support 
from peers and adults, develop and strengthen 
writing as needed  by planning, revising, editing, 
rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on 
how well purpose and audience have been 
addressed. 
  
WHST.6-8.6: Use technology, including the 
Internet, to produce and publish writing and 
present the relationships between information and 
ideas clearly and efficiently. 
  
WHST.6-8.7: Conduct short research projects to 
answer a question, drawing on several sources and 
generating additional related, focused questions 
that allow for multiple avenues of exploration. 
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WHST.6-8.8: Gather relevant information from 
multiple print and digital sources, using search 
terms effectively; assess the credibility and 
accuracy of each source; and quote or paraphrase 
the data and conclusions of others while avoiding 
plagiarism and following a standard format for 
citation. 
  
WHST.6-8.9: Draw evidence from informational 
texts to support analysis reflection, and research. 
  
WHST.6-8.10: Write routinely over extended time 
frames (time for research, reflection, 
metacognition/self-correction and revision) and 
shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or 
two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, 
purposes, and audiences. 
 
Science Standards: 
MS-ESS3-2. Analyze and interpret data on natural 
hazards to forecast future catastrophic events and 
inform the development of technologies to mitigate 
their effects 
MS-ESS3-3. Apply scientific principles to design a 
method for monitoring and minimizing a human 
impact on the environment. 
MS-ESS3-4. Construct an argument supported by 
evidence for how increases in human population 
and per-capita consumption of natural resources 
impact Earth’s systems 
  
Math Standards 
8.F.B.4. Construct a function to model a linear 
relationship between two quantities. Determine the 
rate of change and initial value of the function 
from a description of a relationship or from two (x, 
y) values, including reading these from a table or 
from a graph. Interpret the rate of change and 
initial value of a linear function in terms of the 
situation it models, and in terms of its graph or a 
table of values. 
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8.F.B.5. Describe qualitatively the functional 
relationship between two quantities by analyzing a 
graph (e.g., where the function is increasing or 
decreasing, linear or nonlinear). Sketch a graph 
that exhibits the qualitative features of a function 
that has been described verbally. 
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Unit and 
Pacing Essential Questions Enduring Understandings Content  

Assessments, 
Skills, and 

Accommodations  
NJSLS CPI 

 
Interdisciplinary Connections 

  
Unit V:  

Geographically 
Isolated Peoples 
of  Sub-Saharan 

Africa* 
 
 
 

24 Days 
 
 

How did social 
structures and trade 
patterns influence the 
development of 
societies? 
 
How do physical 
geography, human 
geography, and the 
human environment 
interact to influence or 
determine the 
development of cultures, 
societies, and nations? 
 
How and why have 
scientific and 
technological 
developments over the 
course of history 
changed the way people 
live and economies and 
governments function?  
 
How did the various 
achievements of isolated 
peoples and empires 
impact future societies? 
 
What impact does 
religion have on the 
world? How does 
religion unite and how 
does it divide? Consider: 
politics, art, culture… 
 
How can the study of 
multiple perspectives, 
beliefs systems 
(religion), and cultures 
provide a context for 
understanding and 
challenging public 

The emergence of empires 
resulted from the promotion 
of interregional trade, 
cultural exchanges, new 
technologies, urbanization, 
and centralized political 
organization. 
 
While commercial and 
agricultural improvements 
created new wealth and 
opportunities for the 
empires, most people’s daily 
lives remained unchanged. 
 
Societies often create and 
implement technology to 
manage the environment. 
 
Cultural exchange and 
diffusion dramatically 
increased, and enduring 
world religions emerged, 
during the era of classical 
civilizations. 
 
Geographically-isolated 
peoples developed into 
empires or societies of 
varying size and diversity by 
creating governments and 
promoting commerce, a 
common culture, and social 
values.  
 
The emergence of 
geographically-isolated 
peoples resulted from the 
promotion of interregional 
trade, cultural exchanges, 
new technologies, 
urbanization, and centralized 
political organization. 

Key Terms: 
Mansa Musa 
Timbuktu 
Bantu 
Adulis 
Matrilineal  
Griots, storytelling, and 
fables (ICM) 
 
Comparison between 
Geography, Culture, 
Politics, and Economics 
 
Role of geography and 
natural resources 
 
Role of religion in culture 
and how indigenous beliefs 
blended with Islam, 
Christianity, and Judaism 
(ICM) 
 
Comparison of methods 
used by rulers isolated 
peoples 
 
Innovations/advancements 
and technologies (ACM) 
 
Comparison of the rights of 
different groups within 
civilizations 
 
Comparison of different 
civilizations’ social 
structures (ICM) 
 
Economic issues of 
civilizations  
 
Religious issues of 
civilizations (ICM) 
 

CA 2: 
(Summative) 
Writing prompt 
utilizing primary 
and secondary 
sources  
 
Formative 2: 
Comparison 
activity  

6.2.8.CivicsPI.4.a 
Analyze the role of religion and other 
means rulers used to unify and centrally 
govern expanding territories with 
diverse populations. 
 
6.2.8.GeoHE.4.a 
Explain how geography influenced the 
development of the political, economic, 
and cultural centers of each empire as 
well as the empires’ relationships with 
other parts of the world. 
 
6.2.8.GeoHP.4.b 
Assess how maritime and overland 
trade routes impacted urbanization, 
transportation, communication, and the 
development of international trade 
centers (i.e., the African caravan and 
Silk Road). 
 
6.2.8.GeoGI.4.a 
Determine how Africa’s physical 
geography and natural resources 
presented challenges and opportunities 
for trade, development, and the spread 
of religion. 
 
6.2.8.EconGE.3.a 
Explain how classical civilizations used 
technology and innovation to enhance 
agricultural/ manufacturing output and 
commerce, to expand military 
capabilities, to improve life in urban 
areas, and to allow for greater division 
of labor. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6.2.8.GeoHE.4.c 

21st Century Skills 
9.2.8.B.3 Evaluate communication, collaboration, 
and leadership skills that can be developed through 
school, home, work, and extracurricular activities 
for use in a career. 
  
9.2.8.B.4 Evaluate how traditional and 
nontraditional careers have evolved regionally, 
nationally, and globally 
  
9.3.12.AG-NR.2 Analyze the interrelationships 
between natural resources and humans.  
  
9.3.12.ED.2 Demonstrate effective oral, written 
and multimedia communication in multiple 
formats and contexts.  
  
9.3.ST-SM.3 Analyze the impact that science and 
mathematics has on society. 
  
9.1.8.A.6 Explain how income affects spending 
decisions.  
 
Technology Standards  
8.1.8.B.1 Synthesize and publish information 
about a local or global issue or event (ex. 
telecollaborative project, blog, school web.  
(Utilization and implementation of technology 
allows students to draw connections between 
material covered throughout the unit via the use of 
modern forms of technological innovation) 
  
 
 
 
8.1.8.C.1 Collaborate to develop and publish work 
that provides perspectives on a global problem for 
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actions and decisions in 
a diverse and 
interdependent world? 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Factors that led to decline 
 
Enduring legacies and 
importance of achievements 
(ACM) (ICM)  
 
 

Explain how the geographies and 
climates of Asia, Africa, Europe, and 
the Americas influenced their economic 
development and interaction or isolation 
with other societies. 
 
6.2.8.HistoryCC.4.f 
Analyze the role of religion and 
economics in shaping each empire’s 
social hierarchy and evaluate the impact 
these hierarchical structures had on the 
lives of various groups of people.  
 
6.2.8.HistoryCC.4.b 
Explain how and why the 
interrelationships among improved 
agricultural production, population 
growth, urbanization, and 
commercialization led to the rise of 
powerful states and kingdoms (i.e., 
Europe, Asia, Americas). 
 
6.2.8.HistoryCC.4.g 
Evaluate the importance and enduring 
legacy of the major achievements of the 
people living Asia, Africa (Islam), 
Europe and the Americas over time. 
 
6.3.8.CivicsPI.2 
Evaluate the extent to which different 
forms of government reflect the history 
and values of various societies (e.g., 
monarchy, democracy, republic, 
dictatorship).  
 
6.3.8.CivicsHR.1 
Construct an argument as to the source 
of human rights and how they are best 
protected.  

discussions with learners from other countries. 
(Asynchronous opportunities utilizing provided 
technology) 
  
8.1.8.D.1 Understand and model appropriate 
online behaviors related to cyber safety, cyber 
bullying, cyber security, and cyber ethics including 
appropriate use of social media. 
(Participation in quarterly Digital Citizenship 
activities) 
  
8.1.8.D.2 Demonstrate the application of 
appropriate citations to digital content 
(Utilization and implementation of technology 
allows students to draw connections between 
material covered throughout the unit via the use of 
modern forms of technological innovation). 
  
8.1.8.D.3 Demonstrate an understanding of fair use 
and Creative Commons to intellectual property. 
(Utilization and implementation of technology 
allows students to draw connections between 
material covered throughout the unit via the use of 
modern forms of technological innovation) 
  
8.1.8.D.4 Assess the credibility and accuracy of 
digital content. 
(Utilization and implementation of technology 
allows students to draw connections between 
material covered throughout the unit via the use of 
modern forms of technological innovation) 
  
8.1.8.D.5 Understand appropriate uses for social 
media and the negative consequences of misuse. 
(Utilization and implementation of technology 
allows students to draw connections between 
material covered throughout the unit via the use of 
modern forms of technological innovation) 
  
8.1.8.E.1 Effectively use a variety of search tools 
and filters in professional public databases to find 
information to solve a real world problem. 
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(Lessons related to the efficacy of various search 
tools, in particular, those related to school 
databases) 
 
8.1.8.F.1 Explore a local issue, by using digital 
tools to collect and analyze data to identify a 
solution and make an informed decision. 
(Utilization and implementation of technology 
allows students to draw connections between 
material covered throughout the unit via the use of 
modern forms of technological innovation) 
 
 Literacy: Reading and Writing Standards  
RH.6-8.1: Cite specific textual evidence to support 
analysis of primary and secondary sources. 
  
RH.6-8.2: Determine the central ideas of 
information of a primary or secondary source; 
provide an accurate summary of the source distinct 
from prior knowledge or opinions. 
  
RH.6-8.3: Identify key steps in a text’s description 
of a process related to history/social studies (e.g.: 
how a bill becomes a law, how interest rates are 
raised or lowered). 
  
RH.6-8.4: Determine the meaning of words and 
phrases as they are used in a text, including 
vocabulary specific to domains related to 
history/social studies. 
  
RH.6-8.5: Describe how a text presents 
information (e.g.: sequentially, comparatively, 
causally). 
  
RH.6-8.6: Identify aspects of a text that reveal an 
author’s point of view or purpose (e.g. loaded 
language, inclusion or avoidance of particular 
facts). 
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RH.6-8.7: Integrate visual information (e.g.: in 
charts, graphs, photographs, videos, or maps) with 
other information in print and digital texts.  
  
RH.6-8.8: Distinguish among fact, opinion, and 
reasoned judgement in a text. 
RH.6-8.9: Analyze the relationship between a 
primary and secondary source on the same topic. 
  
RH.6-8.10: By the end of grade 8, read and 
comprehend history/social studies texts in the 
grades 6-8 text complexity band independently and 
proficiently. 
  
WHST.6-8.1: Write arguments focused on 
discipline-specific content. 
  
WHST.6-8.2: Write informative/explanatory texts, 
including the narration of historical events. 
  
WHST.6-8.4: Produce clear and coherent writing 
in which the development, organization, voice, and 
style are appropriate to task, purpose, and 
audience. 
  
WHST.6-8.5: With some guidance and support 
from peers and adults, develop and strengthen 
writing as needed  by planning, revising, editing, 
rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on 
how well purpose and audience have been 
addressed. 
  
WHST.6-8.6: Use technology, including the 
Internet, to produce and publish writing and 
present the relationships between information and 
ideas clearly and efficiently. 
  
WHST.6-8.7: Conduct short research projects to 
answer a question, drawing on several sources and 
generating additional related, focused questions 
that allow for multiple avenues of exploration. 
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WHST.6-8.8: Gather relevant information from 
multiple print and digital sources, using search 
terms effectively; assess the credibility and 
accuracy of each source; and quote or paraphrase 
the data and conclusions of others while avoiding 
plagiarism and following a standard format for 
citation. 
  
WHST.6-8.9: Draw evidence from informational 
texts to support analysis reflection, and research. 
  
WHST.6-8.10: Write routinely over extended time 
frames (time for research, reflection, 
metacognition/self-correction and revision) and 
shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or 
two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, 
purposes, and audiences. 
 
Science Standards: 
MS-ESS3-2. Analyze and interpret data on natural 
hazards to forecast future catastrophic events and 
inform the development of technologies to mitigate 
their effects 
MS-ESS3-3. Apply scientific principles to design a 
method for monitoring and minimizing a human 
impact on the environment. 
MS-ESS3-4. Construct an argument supported by 
evidence for how increases in human population 
and per-capita consumption of natural resources 
impact Earth’s systems 
  
Math Standards 
8.F.B.4. Construct a function to model a linear 
relationship between two quantities. Determine the 
rate of change and initial value of the function 
from a description of a relationship or from two (x, 
y) values, including reading these from a table or 
from a graph. Interpret the rate of change and 
initial value of a linear function in terms of the 
situation it models, and in terms of its graph or a 
table of values. 

28 



Hillsborough Township School District                                         Grade 8 Social Studies                    07/10/2020 
8.F.B.5. Describe qualitatively the functional 
relationship between two quantities by analyzing a 
graph (e.g., where the function is increasing or 
decreasing, linear or nonlinear). Sketch a graph 
that exhibits the qualitative features of a function 
that has been described verbally. 
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Unit and 
Pacing Essential Questions Enduring Understandings Content  

Assessments, 
Skills, and 

Accommodations  
NJSLS CPI 

 
Interdisciplinary Connections 

  
 

Unit VI: 
Medieval India* 

 
 

16 Days 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

How did social 
structures and trade 
patterns influence the 
development of 
civilizations? 
 
How do physical 
geography, human 
geography, and the 
human environment 
interact to influence or 
determine the 
development of cultures, 
societies, and nations? 
 
How and why have 
scientific and 
technological 
developments over the 
course of history 
changed the way people 
live and economies and 
governments function? 
  
How did the various 
achievements of 
classical civilizations 
and empires impact 
future societies? 
 
What impact does 
religion have on the 
world? How does 
religion unite and how 
does it divide? Consider: 
politics, art, culture… 
 
How can the study of 
multiple perspectives, 
beliefs systems 
(religion), and cultures 
provide a context for 
understanding and 

Classical civilizations 
developed and expanded 
into empires of 
unprecedented size and 
diversity by creating 
centralized governments and 
promoting commerce, a 
common culture, and social 
values.  
 
The emergence of empires 
resulted from the promotion 
of interregional trade, 
cultural exchanges, new 
technologies, urbanization, 
and centralized political 
organization. 
 
While commercial and 
agricultural improvements 
created new wealth and 
opportunities for the 
empires, most people’s daily 
lives remained unchanged. 
 
Societies often create and 
implement technology to 
manage the environment. 
 
Cultural exchange and 
diffusion dramatically 
increased, and enduring 
world religions emerged, 
during the era of classical 
civilizations. 
 
Classical civilizations 
declined as a result of 
internal weaknesses and 
external invasions, but they 
left lasting legacies for 
future civilizations. 

Ongoing comparisons 
between geography, culture, 
politics, and economics  
 
Role of geography and 
natural resources  
 
Key Terms 
Hinduism 
Buddhism 
Jainism 
Islam 
Christianity 
Shah Jahan 
Mughals (ICM) 
Delhi Sultanate (ICM) 
Gupta 
Akbar the Great 
Caste System  
 
Comparison of methods 
used by rulers in medieval 
India and medieval China  
 
Innovations / advancements 
and technologies  
 
Comparison of the different 
groups within civilizations  
 
Comparison of different 
civilizations’ social 
structures (ICM)  
 
Economic issues of 
civilizations 
 
Religious issues of 
civilizations  
 
Factors that led to decline 
 

CA 3: 
(Summative and 
Benchmark) 
Writing prompt 
utilizing primary 
and secondary 
sources  
 
Formative 3: 
Comparison 
activity  

6.2.8.CivicsPI.3.a 
Compare and contrast the methods (i.e., 
autocratic rule, philosophies, and 
bureaucratic structures) used by the 
rulers of Rome, China, and India to 
control and unify their expanding 
empires. 
 
6.2.8.CivicsPI.4.a 
Analyze the role of religion and other 
means rulers used to unify and centrally 
govern expanding territories with 
diverse populations. 
 
6.2.8.CivicsHR.3.a 
Compare and contrast the rights and 
responsibilities of free men, women, 
slaves, and foreigners in the political, 
economic, and social structures of 
classical civilizations. 
 
6.2.8.GeoHE.4.a 
Explain how geography influenced the 
development of the political, economic, 
and cultural centers of each empire as 
well as the empires’ relationships with 
other parts of the world. 
 
6.2.8.GeoHE.4.b 
Use geographic models to determine the 
impact of environmental modifications 
made by earlier civilizations on the 
current day environmental challenges. 
 
6.2.8.GeoHE.4.c 
Explain how the geographies and 
climates of Asia, Africa, Europe, and 
the Americas influenced their economic 
development and interaction or isolation 
with other societies. 
6.2.8.HistoryCC.4.b 
Explain how and why the 
interrelationships among improved 

21st Century Skills 
9.2.8.B.3 Evaluate communication, collaboration, 
and leadership skills that can be developed through 
school, home, work, and extracurricular activities 
for use in a career. 
  
9.2.8.B.4 Evaluate how traditional and 
nontraditional careers have evolved regionally, 
nationally, and globally 
  
9.3.12.AG-NR.2 Analyze the interrelationships 
between natural resources and humans.  
  
9.3.12.ED.2 Demonstrate effective oral, written 
and multimedia communication in multiple 
formats and contexts.  
  
9.3.ST-SM.3 Analyze the impact that science and 
mathematics has on society. 
  
9.1.8.A.6 Explain how income affects spending 
decisions.  
 
 Technology Standards  
8.1.8.B.1 Synthesize and publish information 
about a local or global issue or event (ex. 
telecollaborative project, blog, school web.  
(Utilization and implementation of technology 
allows students to draw connections between 
material covered throughout the unit via the use of 
modern forms of technological innovation) 
  
 
 
 
8.1.8.C.1 Collaborate to develop and publish work 
that provides perspectives on a global problem for 
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challenging public 
actions and decisions in 
a diverse and 
interdependent world? 

Enduring legacies and 
importance of achievements 
(ICM)  
 
 

agricultural production, population 
growth, urbanization, and 
commercialization led to the rise of 
powerful states and kingdoms (i.e., 
Europe, Asia, Americas). 
 
6.2.8.HistoryCC.4.f 
Analyze the role of religion and 
economics in shaping each empire’s 
social hierarchy and evaluate the impact 
these hierarchical structures had on the 
lives of various groups of people.  
 
6.2.8.HistoryCC.4.g 
Evaluate the importance and enduring 
legacy of the major achievements of the 
people living Asia, Africa (Islam), 
Europe and the Americas over time. 
 
6.2.8.HistoryUP.3.c 
Compare and contrast the tenets of 
various world religions that developed 
in or around this time period (i.e., 
Buddhism, Christianity, Confucianism, 
Hinduism, Islam, Judaism, Sikhism, and 
Taoism), their patterns of expansion, 
and their responses to the current 
challenges of globalization. 
 
6.3.8.CivicsPI.2 
Evaluate the extent to which different 
forms of government reflect the history 
and values of various societies (e.g., 
monarchy, democracy, republic, 
dictatorship).  
 
6.3.8.CivicsHR.1 
Construct an argument as to the source 
of human rights and how they are best 
protected.  

discussions with learners from other countries. 
(Asynchronous opportunities utilizing provided 
technology) 
  
8.1.8.D.1 Understand and model appropriate 
online behaviors related to cyber safety, cyber 
bullying, cyber security, and cyber ethics including 
appropriate use of social media. 
(Participation in quarterly Digital Citizenship 
activities) 
  
8.1.8.D.2 Demonstrate the application of 
appropriate citations to digital content 
(Utilization and implementation of technology 
allows students to draw connections between 
material covered throughout the unit via the use of 
modern forms of technological innovation). 
  
8.1.8.D.3 Demonstrate an understanding of fair use 
and Creative Commons to intellectual property. 
(Utilization and implementation of technology 
allows students to draw connections between 
material covered throughout the unit via the use of 
modern forms of technological innovation) 
  
8.1.8.D.4 Assess the credibility and accuracy of 
digital content. 
(Utilization and implementation of technology 
allows students to draw connections between 
material covered throughout the unit via the use of 
modern forms of technological innovation) 
  
8.1.8.D.5 Understand appropriate uses for social 
media and the negative consequences of misuse. 
(Utilization and implementation of technology 
allows students to draw connections between 
material covered throughout the unit via the use of 
modern forms of technological innovation) 
  
8.1.8.E.1 Effectively use a variety of search tools 
and filters in professional public databases to find 
information to solve a real world problem. 

31 



Hillsborough Township School District                                         Grade 8 Social Studies                    07/10/2020 
(Lessons related to the efficacy of various search 
tools, in particular, those related to school 
databases) 
 
8.1.8.F.1 Explore a local issue, by using digital 
tools to collect and analyze data to identify a 
solution and make an informed decision. 
(Utilization and implementation of technology 
allows students to draw connections between 
material covered throughout the unit via the use of 
modern forms of technological innovation) 
 

  Literacy: Reading and Writing Standards  
RH.6-8.1: Cite specific textual evidence to support 
analysis of primary and secondary sources. 
  
RH.6-8.2: Determine the central ideas of 
information of a primary or secondary source; 
provide an accurate summary of the source distinct 
from prior knowledge or opinions. 
  
RH.6-8.3: Identify key steps in a text’s description 
of a process related to history/social studies (e.g.: 
how a bill becomes a law, how interest rates are 
raised or lowered). 
  
RH.6-8.4: Determine the meaning of words and 
phrases as they are used in a text, including 
vocabulary specific to domains related to 
history/social studies. 
  
RH.6-8.5: Describe how a text presents 
information (e.g.: sequentially, comparatively, 
causally). 
  
RH.6-8.6: Identify aspects of a text that reveal an 
author’s point of view or purpose (e.g. loaded 
language, inclusion or avoidance of particular 
facts). 
  

32 



Hillsborough Township School District                                         Grade 8 Social Studies                    07/10/2020 
RH.6-8.7: Integrate visual information (e.g.: in 
charts, graphs, photographs, videos, or maps) with 
other information in print and digital texts.  
  
RH.6-8.8: Distinguish among fact, opinion, and 
reasoned judgement in a text. 
RH.6-8.9: Analyze the relationship between a 
primary and secondary source on the same topic. 
  
RH.6-8.10: By the end of grade 8, read and 
comprehend history/social studies texts in the 
grades 6-8 text complexity band independently and 
proficiently. 
  
WHST.6-8.1: Write arguments focused on 
discipline-specific content. 
  
WHST.6-8.2: Write informative/explanatory texts, 
including the narration of historical events. 
  
WHST.6-8.4: Produce clear and coherent writing 
in which the development, organization, voice, and 
style are appropriate to task, purpose, and 
audience. 
  
WHST.6-8.5: With some guidance and support 
from peers and adults, develop and strengthen 
writing as needed  by planning, revising, editing, 
rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on 
how well purpose and audience have been 
addressed. 
  
WHST.6-8.6: Use technology, including the 
Internet, to produce and publish writing and 
present the relationships between information and 
ideas clearly and efficiently. 
  
WHST.6-8.7: Conduct short research projects to 
answer a question, drawing on several sources and 
generating additional related, focused questions 
that allow for multiple avenues of exploration. 
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WHST.6-8.8: Gather relevant information from 
multiple print and digital sources, using search 
terms effectively; assess the credibility and 
accuracy of each source; and quote or paraphrase 
the data and conclusions of others while avoiding 
plagiarism and following a standard format for 
citation. 
  
WHST.6-8.9: Draw evidence from informational 
texts to support analysis reflection, and research. 
  
WHST.6-8.10: Write routinely over extended time 
frames (time for research, reflection, 
metacognition/self-correction and revision) and 
shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or 
two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, 
purposes, and audiences. 
 
Science Standards: 
MS-ESS3-2. Analyze and interpret data on natural 
hazards to forecast future catastrophic events and 
inform the development of technologies to mitigate 
their effects 
MS-ESS3-3. Apply scientific principles to design a 
method for monitoring and minimizing a human 
impact on the environment. 
MS-ESS3-4. Construct an argument supported by 
evidence for how increases in human population 
and per-capita consumption of natural resources 
impact Earth’s systems 
  
Math Standards 
8.F.B.4. Construct a function to model a linear 
relationship between two quantities. Determine the 
rate of change and initial value of the function 
from a description of a relationship or from two (x, 
y) values, including reading these from a table or 
from a graph. Interpret the rate of change and 
initial value of a linear function in terms of the 
situation it models, and in terms of its graph or a 
table of values. 
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8.F.B.5. Describe qualitatively the functional 
relationship between two quantities by analyzing a 
graph (e.g., where the function is increasing or 
decreasing, linear or nonlinear). Sketch a graph 
that exhibits the qualitative features of a function 
that has been described verbally. 
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Unit and 
Pacing Essential Questions Enduring Understandings Content  

Assessments, 
Skills, and 

Accommodations  
NJSLS CPI 

 
Interdisciplinary Connections 

  
Unit VII:  
Medieval 
China* 

 
 

19 Days 

How did social 
structures and trade 
patterns influence the 
development of 
societies? 
 
How does geography 
shape societies? 
 
How and why do new 
technologies alter 
societies? 
 
How did the various 
achievements of isolated 
peoples and empires 
impact future societies? 
 
How did China’s 
geography and 
advantages lead to its 
rise as a global power? 
 
How and why do 
governments and 
civilizations function 
together? 
 
Why has China always 
been a “silent” world 
power? 

Classical civilizations (i.e., 
Greece, Rome, India and 
China) developed and 
expanded into empires of 
unprecedented size and 
diversity by creating 
centralized governments and 
promoting commerce, a 
common culture, and social 
values.  
 
Classical civilizations 
declined as a result of 
internal weaknesses and 
external invasions, but they 
left lasting legacies for 
future civilizations. 
 
The emergence of empires 
resulted from the promotion 
of interregional trade, 
culture exchanges, new 
technologies, urbanization, 
and centralized political 
organization. 
 
A highly diverse set of 
geographical characteristics 
enabled China to develop a 
diverse economy and 
flourishing culture. 
 
While commercial and 
agricultural improvements 
created new wealth and 
opportunities for the 
empires, most people’s daily 
lives remained unchanged. 
  
 
 
 

Key Terms and physical 
features in geography as 
they relate to natural 
resources and human 
systems 
 
Key Terms: Great Wall, 
Mandate of Heaven, 
Daoism (ICM), 
Buddhism, 
Legalism, Confucianism, 
Mongols (ICM), 
filial piety, Middle 
Kingdom, Silk Road, 
dynastic cycle, civil service 
system 
 
Technology: gunpowder, 
movable type, paper, rudder, 
waterwheels, cast iron plow, 
acupuncture, medicine, 
currency 
 
Comparison of methods 
used by rulers in medieval 
India and medieval China  
 
Innovations / advancements 
and technologies  
 

CA 3: 
(Summative and 
Benchmark) 
Writing prompt 
utilizing primary 
and secondary 
sources  
 
Formative 3: 
Comparison 
activity 

6.2.8.CivicsPI.3.a 
Compare and contrast the methods (i.e., 
autocratic rule, philosophies, and 
bureaucratic structures) used by the 
rulers of Rome, China, and India to 
control and unify their expanding 
empires. 
 
6.2.8.CivicsHR.3.a 
Compare and contrast the rights and 
responsibilities of free men, women, 
slaves, and foreigners in the political, 
economic, and social structures of 
classical civilizations. 
 
6.2.8.CivicsPI.4.a 
Analyze the role of religion and other 
means rulers used to unify and centrally 
govern expanding territories with 
diverse populations 
 
6.2.8.GeoHE.4.a 
Explain how geography influenced the 
development of the political, economic, 
and cultural centers of each empire as 
well as the empires’ relationships with 
other parts of the world. 
 
6.2.8.GeoHP.4.b 
Assess how maritime and overland 
trade routes impacted urbanization, 
transportation, communication, and the 
development of international trade 
centers (i.e., the African caravan and 
Silk Road). 
 
6.2.8.GeoHE.4.b 
Use geographic models to determine the 
impact of environmental modifications 
made by earlier civilizations on the 
current day environmental challenges. 
6.2.8.GeoHE.4.c 

21st Century Skills 
9.2.8.B.3 Evaluate communication, collaboration, 
and leadership skills that can be developed through 
school, home, work, and extracurricular activities 
for use in a career. 
  
9.2.8.B.4 Evaluate how traditional and 
nontraditional careers have evolved regionally, 
nationally, and globally 
  
9.3.12.AG-NR.2 Analyze the interrelationships 
between natural resources and humans.  
  
9.3.12.ED.2 Demonstrate effective oral, written 
and multimedia communication in multiple 
formats and contexts.  
  
9.3.ST-SM.3 Analyze the impact that science and 
mathematics has on society. 
  
9.1.8.A.6 Explain how income affects spending 
decisions.  
 
 Technology Standards  
8.1.8.B.1 Synthesize and publish information 
about a local or global issue or event (ex. 
telecollaborative project, blog, school web.  
(Utilization and implementation of technology 
allows students to draw connections between 
material covered throughout the unit via the use of 
modern forms of technological innovation) 
  
 
 
 
8.1.8.C.1 Collaborate to develop and publish work 
that provides perspectives on a global problem for 
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 Explain how the geographies and 

climates of Asia, Africa, Europe, and 
the Americas influenced their economic 
development and interaction or isolation 
with other societies. 
 
6.2.8.HistoryCC.4.b 
Explain how and why the 
interrelationships among improved 
agricultural production, population 
growth, urbanization, and 
commercialization led to the rise of 
powerful states and kingdoms (i.e., 
Europe, Asia, Americas). 
 
6.2.8.HistoryCC.4.f 
Analyze the role of religion and 
economics in shaping each empire’s 
social hierarchy and evaluate the impact 
these hierarchical structures had on the 
lives of various groups of people.  
 
6.2.8.HistoryCC.4.g 
Evaluate the importance and enduring 
legacy of the major achievements of the 
people living Asia, Africa (Islam), 
Europe and the Americas over time. 
 
6.2.8.HistoryCA.3.a 
Evaluate the importance and enduring 
legacy of the major achievements of 
Greece, Rome, India, and China over 
time.  
 
6.2.8.HistoryUP.3.c 
Compare and contrast the tenets of 
various world religions that developed 
in or around this time period (i.e., 
Buddhism, Christianity, Confucianism, 
Hinduism, Islam, Judaism, Sikhism, and 
Taoism), their patterns of expansion, 
and their responses to the current 
challenges of globalization. 
6.3.8.CivicsPI.2 
Evaluate the extent to which different 
forms of government reflect the history 
and values of various societies (e.g., 

discussions with learners from other countries. 
(Asynchronous opportunities utilizing provided 
technology) 
  
8.1.8.D.1 Understand and model appropriate 
online behaviors related to cyber safety, cyber 
bullying, cyber security, and cyber ethics including 
appropriate use of social media. 
(Participation in quarterly Digital Citizenship 
activities) 
  
8.1.8.D.2 Demonstrate the application of 
appropriate citations to digital content 
(Utilization and implementation of technology 
allows students to draw connections between 
material covered throughout the unit via the use of 
modern forms of technological innovation). 
  
8.1.8.D.3 Demonstrate an understanding of fair use 
and Creative Commons to intellectual property. 
(Utilization and implementation of technology 
allows students to draw connections between 
material covered throughout the unit via the use of 
modern forms of technological innovation) 
  
8.1.8.D.4 Assess the credibility and accuracy of 
digital content. 
(Utilization and implementation of technology 
allows students to draw connections between 
material covered throughout the unit via the use of 
modern forms of technological innovation) 
  
8.1.8.D.5 Understand appropriate uses for social 
media and the negative consequences of misuse. 
(Utilization and implementation of technology 
allows students to draw connections between 
material covered throughout the unit via the use of 
modern forms of technological innovation) 
  
8.1.8.E.1 Effectively use a variety of search tools 
and filters in professional public databases to find 
information to solve a real world problem. 
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monarchy, democracy, republic, 
dictatorship). 
 
6.3.8.CivicsHR.1 
Construct an argument as to the source 
of human rights and how they are best 
protected.  

(Lessons related to the efficacy of various search 
tools, in particular, those related to school 
databases) 
  
8.1.8.F.1 Explore a local issue, by using digital 
tools to collect and analyze data to identify a 
solution and make an informed decision. 
(Utilization and implementation of technology 
allows students to draw connections between 
material covered throughout the unit via the use of 
modern forms of technological innovation) 
 Literacy: Reading and Writing Standards  
RH.6-8.1: Cite specific textual evidence to support 
analysis of primary and secondary sources. 
  
RH.6-8.2: Determine the central ideas of 
information of a primary or secondary source; 
provide an accurate summary of the source distinct 
from prior knowledge or opinions. 
  
RH.6-8.3: Identify key steps in a text’s description 
of a process related to history/social studies (e.g.: 
how a bill becomes a law, how interest rates are 
raised or lowered). 
  
RH.6-8.4: Determine the meaning of words and 
phrases as they are used in a text, including 
vocabulary specific to domains related to 
history/social studies. 
  
RH.6-8.5: Describe how a text presents 
information (e.g.: sequentially, comparatively, 
causally). 
  
RH.6-8.6: Identify aspects of a text that reveal an 
author’s point of view or purpose (e.g. loaded 
language, inclusion or avoidance of particular 
facts). 
  
RH.6-8.7: Integrate visual information (e.g.: in 
charts, graphs, photographs, videos, or maps) with 
other information in print and digital texts.  
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RH.6-8.8: Distinguish among fact, opinion, and 
reasoned judgement in a text. 
  
RH.6-8.9: Analyze the relationship between a 
primary and secondary source on the same topic. 
  
RH.6-8.10: By the end of grade 8, read and 
comprehend history/social studies texts in the 
grades 6-8 text complexity band independently and 
proficiently. 
  
WHST.6-8.1: Write arguments focused on 
discipline-specific content. 
  
WHST.6-8.2: Write informative/explanatory texts, 
including the narration of historical events. 
  
WHST.6-8.4: Produce clear and coherent writing 
in which the development, organization, voice, and 
style are appropriate to task, purpose, and 
audience. 
  
WHST.6-8.5: With some guidance and support 
from peers and adults, develop and strengthen 
writing as needed  by planning, revising, editing, 
rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on 
how well purpose and audience have been 
addressed. 
  
WHST.6-8.6: Use technology, including the 
Internet, to produce and publish writing and 
present the relationships between information and 
ideas clearly and efficiently. 
  
WHST.6-8.7: Conduct short research projects to 
answer a question, drawing on several sources and 
generating additional related, focused questions 
that allow for multiple avenues of exploration. 
  
WHST.6-8.8: Gather relevant information from 
multiple print and digital sources, using search 
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terms effectively; assess the credibility and 
accuracy of each source; and quote or paraphrase 
the data and conclusions of others while avoiding 
plagiarism and following a standard format for 
citation. 
  
WHST.6-8.9: Draw evidence from informational 
texts to support analysis reflection, and research. 
  
WHST.6-8.10: Write routinely over extended time 
frames (time for research, reflection, 
metacognition/self-correction and revision) and 
shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or 
two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, 
purposes, and audiences. 
 
Science Standards: 
MS-ESS3-2. Analyze and interpret data on natural 
hazards to forecast future catastrophic events and 
inform the development of technologies to mitigate 
their effects 
MS-ESS3-3. Apply scientific principles to design a 
method for monitoring and minimizing a human 
impact on the environment. 
MS-ESS3-4. Construct an argument supported by 
evidence for how increases in human population 
and per-capita consumption of natural resources 
impact Earth’s systems 
  
Math Standards 
8.F.B.4. Construct a function to model a linear 
relationship between two quantities. Determine the 
rate of change and initial value of the function 
from a description of a relationship or from two (x, 
y) values, including reading these from a table or 
from a graph. Interpret the rate of change and 
initial value of a linear function in terms of the 
situation it models, and in terms of its graph or a 
table of values. 
8.F.B.5. Describe qualitatively the functional 
relationship between two quantities by analyzing a 
graph (e.g., where the function is increasing or 
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decreasing, linear or nonlinear). Sketch a graph 
that exhibits the qualitative features of a function 
that has been described verbally. 
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Unit and 
Pacing Essential Questions Enduring Understandings Content  

Assessments, 
Skills, and 

Accommodations  
NJSLS CPI 

 
Interdisciplinary Connections 

  
 

Unit VIII: 
Japan* 

 
 

17 Days 

How did social 
structures and trade 
patterns influence the 
development of 
civilizations? 
 
How have economic, 
political, and cultural 
decisions promoted or 
prevented the growth of 
personal freedom, 
individual responsibility, 
equality, and respect for 
human dignity?  
 
How do physical 
geography, human 
geography, and the 
human environment 
interact to influence or 
determine the 
development of cultures, 
societies, and nations? 
 
How and why have 
scientific and 
technological 
developments over the 
course of history 
changed the way people 
live and economies and 
governments function?  
 
What are the key 
similarities and 
differences between the 
major world religions, 
and why do they have 
those similarities and 
differences? 
 
What impact does 
religion have on the 

The emergence of a unified 
kingdom resulted from the 
promotion of interregional 
trade, cultural exchanges, 
new technologies, 
urbanization, and 
centralized, political 
organization. 
 
The absence of natural 
resources forced the 
Japanese to rely on the sea 
for their survival and limited 
their contact with the outside 
world. 
 
Isolation forced the Japanese 
to rely on native and 
regional technology and 
innovation for advancement. 

Key Terms: 
Archipelago 
Feudalism 
Samurai 
Daimyo 
Shogun 
Heian Period 
Tokugawa Shogunate (ICM) 
Kabuki Theatre (ICM) 
Haiku 
 
Physical features in 
geography as they relate to 
natural resources and human 
systems 
 
Feudal social classes and 
their legacy on Japan and the 
rest of the world  
 
Key people and their lasting 
legacies 
 
Rise of the feudal system 
 
 
 
 

CA 4: 
(Summative) 
Multiple choice 
containing 
knowledge, 
primary source 
analysis,  and 
questions 
reflecting the 
lasting legacy of 
Medieval Western 
Europe and 
Feudal Japan 
 
Formative 4: 
Comparison 
activity  

6.2.8.EconNE.4.a 
Compare and contrast the Japanese and 
European systems of feudalism and the 
effectiveness of each in promoting 
social, economic, and political order. 
 
6.2.8.GeoHE.4.a 
Explain how geography influenced the 
development of the political, economic, 
and cultural centers of each empire as 
well as the empires’ relationships with 
other parts of the world. 
 
6.2.8.GeoHP.4.b 
Assess how maritime and overland 
trade routes impacted urbanization, 
transportation, communication, and the 
development of international trade 
centers (i.e., the African caravan and 
Silk Road). 
 
6.2.8.HistoryUP.3.c 
Compare and contrast the tenets of 
various world religions that developed 
in or around this time period (i.e., 
Buddhism, Christianity, Confucianism, 
Hinduism, Islam, Judaism, Sikhism, and 
Taoism), their patterns of expansion, 
and their responses to the current 
challenges of globalization. 
 
6.2.8.HistoryCC.4.f 
Analyze the role of religion and 
economics in shaping each empire’s 
social hierarchy and evaluate the impact 
these hierarchical structures had on the 
lives of various groups of people.  
 
 
6.2.8.HistoryCC.4.g 
Evaluate the importance and enduring 
legacy of the major achievements of the 

21st Century Skills 
9.2.8.B.3 Evaluate communication, collaboration, 
and leadership skills that can be developed through 
school, home, work, and extracurricular activities 
for use in a career. 
  
9.2.8.B.4 Evaluate how traditional and 
nontraditional careers have evolved regionally, 
nationally, and globally 
  
9.3.12.AG-NR.2 Analyze the interrelationships 
between natural resources and humans.  
  
9.3.12.ED.2 Demonstrate effective oral, written 
and multimedia communication in multiple 
formats and contexts.  
  
9.3.ST-SM.3 Analyze the impact that science and 
mathematics has on society. 
  
9.1.8.A.6 Explain how income affects spending 
decisions.  
 
 Technology Standards  
8.1.8.B.1 Synthesize and publish information 
about a local or global issue or event (ex. 
telecollaborative project, blog, school web.  
(Utilization and implementation of technology 
allows students to draw connections between 
material covered throughout the unit via the use of 
modern forms of technological innovation) 
  
 
 
 
8.1.8.C.1 Collaborate to develop and publish work 
that provides perspectives on a global problem for 
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world? How does 
religion unite and how 
does it divide? Consider: 
politics, art, culture… 
 
How can the study of 
multiple perspectives, 
beliefs systems 
(religion), and cultures 
provide a context for 
understanding and 
challenging public 
actions and decisions in 
a diverse and 
interdependent world? 
 
How and why did Japan 
seek to protect its unique 
culture from Chinese 
influence? 

people living Asia, Africa (Islam), 
Europe and the Americas over time. 
 
6.3.8.CivicsPI.2 
Evaluate the extent to which different 
forms of government reflect the history 
and values of various societies (e.g., 
monarchy, democracy, republic, 
dictatorship).  
 
6.3.8.CivicsHR.1 
Construct an argument as to the source 
of human rights and how they are best 
protected.  
 
 
 

discussions with learners from other countries. 
(Asynchronous opportunities utilizing provided 
technology) 
  
8.1.8.D.1 Understand and model appropriate 
online behaviors related to cyber safety, cyber 
bullying, cyber security, and cyber ethics including 
appropriate use of social media. 
(Participation in quarterly Digital Citizenship 
activities) 
  
8.1.8.D.2 Demonstrate the application of 
appropriate citations to digital content 
(Utilization and implementation of technology 
allows students to draw connections between 
material covered throughout the unit via the use of 
modern forms of technological innovation). 
  
8.1.8.D.3 Demonstrate an understanding of fair use 
and Creative Commons to intellectual property. 
(Utilization and implementation of technology 
allows students to draw connections between 
material covered throughout the unit via the use of 
modern forms of technological innovation) 
  
8.1.8.D.4 Assess the credibility and accuracy of 
digital content. 
(Utilization and implementation of technology 
allows students to draw connections between 
material covered throughout the unit via the use of 
modern forms of technological innovation) 
  
8.1.8.D.5 Understand appropriate uses for social 
media and the negative consequences of misuse. 
(Utilization and implementation of technology 
allows students to draw connections between 
material covered throughout the unit via the use of 
modern forms of technological innovation) 
  
8.1.8.E.1 Effectively use a variety of search tools 
and filters in professional public databases to find 
information to solve a real world problem. 
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(Lessons related to the efficacy of various search 
tools, in particular, those related to school 
databases) 
  
8.1.8.F.1 Explore a local issue, by using digital 
tools to collect and analyze data to identify a 
solution and make an informed decision. 
(Utilization and implementation of technology 
allows students to draw connections between 
material covered throughout the unit via the use of 
modern forms of technological innovation) 
 
 Literacy: Reading and Writing Standards  
RH.6-8.1: Cite specific textual evidence to support 
analysis of primary and secondary sources. 
  
RH.6-8.2: Determine the central ideas of 
information of a primary or secondary source; 
provide an accurate summary of the source distinct 
from prior knowledge or opinions. 
  
RH.6-8.3: Identify key steps in a text’s description 
of a process related to history/social studies (e.g.: 
how a bill becomes a law, how interest rates are 
raised or lowered). 
  
RH.6-8.4: Determine the meaning of words and 
phrases as they are used in a text, including 
vocabulary specific to domains related to 
history/social studies. 
  
RH.6-8.5: Describe how a text presents 
information (e.g.: sequentially, comparatively, 
causally). 
  
RH.6-8.6: Identify aspects of a text that reveal an 
author’s point of view or purpose (e.g. loaded 
language, inclusion or avoidance of particular 
facts). 
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RH.6-8.7: Integrate visual information (e.g.: in 
charts, graphs, photographs, videos, or maps) with 
other information in print and digital texts.  
  
RH.6-8.8: Distinguish among fact, opinion, and 
reasoned judgement in a text. 
  
RH.6-8.9: Analyze the relationship between a 
primary and secondary source on the same topic. 
  
RH.6-8.10: By the end of grade 8, read and 
comprehend history/social studies texts in the 
grades 6-8 text complexity band independently and 
proficiently. 
  
WHST.6-8.1: Write arguments focused on 
discipline-specific content. 
  
WHST.6-8.2: Write informative/explanatory texts, 
including the narration of historical events. 
  
WHST.6-8.4: Produce clear and coherent writing 
in which the development, organization, voice, and 
style are appropriate to task, purpose, and 
audience. 
  
WHST.6-8.5: With some guidance and support 
from peers and adults, develop and strengthen 
writing as needed  by planning, revising, editing, 
rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on 
how well purpose and audience have been 
addressed. 
  
WHST.6-8.6: Use technology, including the 
Internet, to produce and publish writing and 
present the relationships between information and 
ideas clearly and efficiently. 
  
WHST.6-8.7: Conduct short research projects to 
answer a question, drawing on several sources and 
generating additional related, focused questions 
that allow for multiple avenues of exploration. 
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WHST.6-8.8: Gather relevant information from 
multiple print and digital sources, using search 
terms effectively; assess the credibility and 
accuracy of each source; and quote or paraphrase 
the data and conclusions of others while avoiding 
plagiarism and following a standard format for 
citation. 
  
WHST.6-8.9: Draw evidence from informational 
texts to support analysis reflection, and research. 
  
WHST.6-8.10: Write routinely over extended time 
frames (time for research, reflection, 
metacognition/self-correction and revision) and 
shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or 
two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, 
purposes, and audiences. 
 
Science Standards: 
MS-ESS3-2. Analyze and interpret data on natural 
hazards to forecast future catastrophic events and 
inform the development of technologies to mitigate 
their effects 
MS-ESS3-3. Apply scientific principles to design a 
method for monitoring and minimizing a human 
impact on the environment. 
MS-ESS3-4. Construct an argument supported by 
evidence for how increases in human population 
and per-capita consumption of natural resources 
impact Earth’s systems 
  
Math Standards 
8.F.B.4. Construct a function to model a linear 
relationship between two quantities. Determine the 
rate of change and initial value of the function 
from a description of a relationship or from two (x, 
y) values, including reading these from a table or 
from a graph. Interpret the rate of change and 
initial value of a linear function in terms of the 
situation it models, and in terms of its graph or a 
table of values. 
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8.F.B.5. Describe qualitatively the functional 
relationship between two quantities by analyzing a 
graph (e.g., where the function is increasing or 
decreasing, linear or nonlinear). Sketch a graph 
that exhibits the qualitative features of a function 
that has been described verbally. 
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Unit and 
Pacing Essential Questions Enduring Understandings Content  

Assessments, 
Skills, and 

Accommodations  
NJSLS CPI 

 
Interdisciplinary Connections 

  
Unit IX: 

Medieval 
Western 
Europe* 

 
 
26 Days 

How did social 
structures and trade 
patterns influence the 
development of 
civilizations? 
 
How have economic, 
political, and cultural 
decisions promoted or 
prevented the growth of 
personal freedom, 
individual responsibility, 
equality, and respect for 
human dignity?  
 
How do physical 
geography, human 
geography, and the 
human environment 
interact to influence or 
determine the 
development of cultures, 
societies, and nations? 
 
How and why have 
scientific and 
technological 
developments over the 
course of history 
changed the way people 
live and economies and 
governments function?  
 
How did the various 
achievements of 
classical civilizations 
and empires impact 
future societies? 
 
What are the key 
similarities and 
differences between the 
major world religions, 

Medieval civilizations 
declined as a result of 
internal weaknesses and 
external invasions, but they 
left lasting legacies for 
future civilizations. 
 
The emergence of empires 
resulted from promotion of 
interregional trade, cultural 
exchanges, new 
technologies, urtabization, 
and centralized political 
organization  
 
While commercial and 
agricultural improvements 
created new wealth and 
opportunities for the 
empires, most people’s daily 
lives remained unchanged.  
 
Geographical barriers 
limited the extent to which 
regional unity could be 
achieved.  
 
Religious disputes, wars, 
and epidemics prevented 
Europe from achieving 
global prominence prior to 
1450.  
 

Key Terms 
Feudalism 
Knight 
Manor 
Peasant 
Nobles 
Castle 
Hundred Years War 
Joan of Arc 
Vikings (ICM) 
Charlemagne (ICM)  
Crusades 
Joan of Arc 
 
End of Feudalism 
 
Impact of the plague (HCM) 
 
Impact of important leaders  
 
Ongoing comparisons 
between geography culture, 
politics and economics 
 
Role of geography and 
natural resources 
 
Role of Christianity and the 
Roman Catholic Church in 
the the religious and secular 
lives of the people  (ICM) 
 
Comparison of methods 
used by rulers in Medieval 
Western Europe 
 
Innovations/advancements 
and technologies (ICM) 
 
Comparisons of the rights of 
different groups within 
civilizations (HCM) (ICM) 
 

CA 4: 
(Summative) 
Multiple choice 
containing 
knowledge, 
primary source 
analysis,  and 
questions 
reflecting the 
lasting legacy of 
Medieval Western 
Europe and 
Feudal Japan 
 
 
Formative 4: 
Comparison 
activity 

6.2.8.CivicsPI.4.a 
Analyze the role of religion and other 
means rulers used to unify and centrally 
govern expanding territories with 
diverse populations. 
 
6.2.8.EconNE.4.a 
Compare and contrast the Japanese and 
European systems of feudalism and the 
effectiveness of each in promoting 
social, economic, and political order. 
 
6.2.8.CivicsDP.4.a 
Cite evidence of the influence of 
medieval English legal and 
constitutional practices on modern 
democratic thought and institutions (i.e., 
the Magna Carta, parliament, the 
development of habeas corpus, and an 
independent judiciary). 
 
6.2.8.GeoHE.4.a 
Explain how geography influenced the 
development of the political, economic, 
and cultural centers of each empire as 
well as the empires’ relationships with 
other parts of the world. 
 
6.2.8.GeoHP.4.b 
Assess how maritime and overland 
trade routes impacted urbanization, 
transportation, communication, and the 
development of international trade 
centers (i.e., the African caravan and 
Silk Road). 
 
6.2.8.GeoHE.4.b 
Use geographic models to determine the 
impact of environmental modifications 
made by earlier civilizations on the 
current day environmental challenges. 
 
 

21st Century Skills 
9.2.8.B.3 Evaluate communication, collaboration, 
and leadership skills that can be developed through 
school, home, work, and extracurricular activities 
for use in a career. 
  
9.2.8.B.4 Evaluate how traditional and 
nontraditional careers have evolved regionally, 
nationally, and globally 
  
9.3.12.AG-NR.2 Analyze the interrelationships 
between natural resources and humans.  
  
9.3.12.ED.2 Demonstrate effective oral, written 
and multimedia communication in multiple 
formats and contexts.  
  
9.3.ST-SM.3 Analyze the impact that science and 
mathematics has on society. 
  
9.1.8.A.6 Explain how income affects spending 
decisions.  
 
 Technology Standards  
8.1.8.B.1 Synthesize and publish information 
about a local or global issue or event (ex. 
telecollaborative project, blog, school web.  
(Utilization and implementation of technology 
allows students to draw connections between 
material covered throughout the unit via the use of 
modern forms of technological innovation) 
 
8.1.8.C.1 Collaborate to develop and publish work 
that provides perspectives on a global problem for 
discussions with learners from other countries. 
(Asynchronous opportunities utilizing provided 
technology) 
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and why do they have 
those similarities and 
differences? 
 
What impact does 
religion have on the 
world? How does 
religion unite and how 
does it divide? Consider: 
politics, art, culture… 
 
How can the study of 
multiple perspectives, 
beliefs systems 
(religion), and cultures 
provide a context for 
understanding and 
challenging public 
actions and decisions in 
a diverse and 
interdependent world? 

Social classes within feudal 
Western Europe 
 
Religious issues of 
civilizations (ICM) 
 
Factors that led to decline 
Enduring legacies and 
importance of achievements 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

6.2.8.GeoHE.4.c 
Explain how the geographies and 
climates of Asia, Africa, Europe, and 
the Americas influenced their economic 
development and interaction or isolation 
with other societies. 
 
6.2.8.HistoryCC.4.b 
Explain how and why the 
interrelationships among improved 
agricultural production, population 
growth, urbanization, and 
commercialization led to the rise of 
powerful states and kingdoms (i.e., 
Europe, Asia, Americas). 
 
6.2.8.GeoHP.4.c 
Use maps to show how the interaction 
between the Islamic world and medieval 
Europe increased trade, enhanced 
technology innovation and impacted 
science, thought, and the arts. 
 
6.2.8.HistoryCC.4.f 
Analyze the role of religion and 
economics in shaping each empire’s 
social hierarchy and evaluate the impact 
these hierarchical structures had on the 
lives of various groups of people.  
 
6.2.8.HistoryCC.4.d 
Analyze the causes and outcomes of the 
Crusades from different perspectives, 
including the perspectives of European 
political and religious leaders, the 
crusaders, Jews, Muslims, and traders. 
 
6.2.8.HistoryCC.4.c 
Assess the demographic, economic, and 
religious impact of the plague on 
Europe.  
 
6.2.8.HistoryCC.4.a 
Determine which events led to the rise 
and eventual decline of European 
feudalism.  
 
 

8.1.8.D.1 Understand and model appropriate 
online behaviors related to cyber safety, cyber 
bullying, cyber security, and cyber ethics including 
appropriate use of social media. 
(Participation in quarterly Digital Citizenship 
activities) 
  
8.1.8.D.2 Demonstrate the application of 
appropriate citations to digital content 
(Utilization and implementation of technology 
allows students to draw connections between 
material covered throughout the unit via the use of 
modern forms of technological innovation). 
  
8.1.8.D.3 Demonstrate an understanding of fair use 
and Creative Commons to intellectual property. 
(Utilization and implementation of technology 
allows students to draw connections between 
material covered throughout the unit via the use of 
modern forms of technological innovation) 
  
8.1.8.D.4 Assess the credibility and accuracy of 
digital content. 
(Utilization and implementation of technology 
allows students to draw connections between 
material covered throughout the unit via the use of 
modern forms of technological innovation) 
  
8.1.8.D.5 Understand appropriate uses for social 
media and the negative consequences of misuse. 
(Utilization and implementation of technology 
allows students to draw connections between 
material covered throughout the unit via the use of 
modern forms of technological innovation) 
  
8.1.8.E.1 Effectively use a variety of search tools 
and filters in professional public databases to find 
information to solve a real world problem. 
(Lessons related to the efficacy of various search 
tools, in particular, those related to school 
databases) 
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6.2.8.GeoSV.4.a 
Analyze the immediate and long-term 
impact on China and Europe of the open 
exchange between Europe and the Yuan 
(Mongol) Dynasty. 
 
6.2.8.HistoryCC.4.g 
Evaluate the importance and enduring 
legacy of the major achievements of the 
people living Asia, Africa (Islam), 
Europe and the Americas over time. 
 
6.2.8.HistoryUP.3.c 
Compare and contrast the tenets of 
various world religions that developed 
in or around this time period (i.e., 
Buddhism, Christianity, Confucianism, 
Hinduism, Islam, Judaism, Sikhism, and 
Taoism), their patterns of expansion, 
and their responses to the current 
challenges of globalization. 
 
6.3.8.CivicsPI.2 
Evaluate the extent to which different 
forms of government reflect the history 
and values of various societies (e.g., 
monarchy, democracy, republic, 
dictatorship).  
 
6.3.8.CivicsPR.1 
Analyze primary sources to explain how 
democratic ideas in the United States 
developed from the historical 
experiences of ancient societies, 
England, and the North American 
colonies. 
 
6.3.8.CivicsHR.1 
Construct an argument as to the source 
of human rights and how they are best 
protected.  
 
 

8.1.8.F.1 Explore a local issue, by using digital 
tools to collect and analyze data to identify a 
solution and make an informed decision. 
(Utilization and implementation of technology 
allows students to draw connections between 
material covered throughout the unit via the use of 
modern forms of technological innovation) 
 
 Literacy: Reading and Writing Standards  
RH.6-8.1: Cite specific textual evidence to support 
analysis of primary and secondary sources. 
  
RH.6-8.2: Determine the central ideas of 
information of a primary or secondary source; 
provide an accurate summary of the source distinct 
from prior knowledge or opinions. 
  
RH.6-8.3: Identify key steps in a text’s description 
of a process related to history/social studies (e.g.: 
how a bill becomes a law, how interest rates are 
raised or lowered). 
  
RH.6-8.4: Determine the meaning of words and 
phrases as they are used in a text, including 
vocabulary specific to domains related to 
history/social studies. 
  
RH.6-8.5: Describe how a text presents 
information (e.g.: sequentially, comparatively, 
causally). 
  
RH.6-8.6: Identify aspects of a text that reveal an 
author’s point of view or purpose (e.g. loaded 
language, inclusion or avoidance of particular 
facts). 
  
RH.6-8.7: Integrate visual information (e.g.: in 
charts, graphs, photographs, videos, or maps) with 
other information in print and digital texts.  
  
RH.6-8.8: Distinguish among fact, opinion, and 
reasoned judgement in a text. 
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RH.6-8.9: Analyze the relationship between a 
primary and secondary source on the same topic. 
  
RH.6-8.10: By the end of grade 8, read and 
comprehend history/social studies texts in the 
grades 6-8 text complexity band independently and 
proficiently. 
  
WHST.6-8.1: Write arguments focused on 
discipline-specific content. 
  
WHST.6-8.2: Write informative/explanatory texts, 
including the narration of historical events. 
  
WHST.6-8.4: Produce clear and coherent writing 
in which the development, organization, voice, and 
style are appropriate to task, purpose, and 
audience. 
  
WHST.6-8.5: With some guidance and support 
from peers and adults, develop and strengthen 
writing as needed  by planning, revising, editing, 
rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on 
how well purpose and audience have been 
addressed. 
  
WHST.6-8.6: Use technology, including the 
Internet, to produce and publish writing and 
present the relationships between information and 
ideas clearly and efficiently. 
  
WHST.6-8.7: Conduct short research projects to 
answer a question, drawing on several sources and 
generating additional related, focused questions 
that allow for multiple avenues of exploration. 
  
WHST.6-8.8: Gather relevant information from 
multiple print and digital sources, using search 
terms effectively; assess the credibility and 
accuracy of each source; and quote or paraphrase 
the data and conclusions of others while avoiding 
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plagiarism and following a standard format for 
citation. 
  
WHST.6-8.9: Draw evidence from informational 
texts to support analysis reflection, and research. 
  
WHST.6-8.10: Write routinely over extended time 
frames (time for research, reflection, 
metacognition/self-correction and revision) and 
shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or 
two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, 
purposes, and audiences. 
 
Science Standards: 
MS-ESS3-2. Analyze and interpret data on natural 
hazards to forecast future catastrophic events and 
inform the development of technologies to mitigate 
their effects 
MS-ESS3-3. Apply scientific principles to design a 
method for monitoring and minimizing a human 
impact on the environment. 
MS-ESS3-4. Construct an argument supported by 
evidence for how increases in human population 
and per-capita consumption of natural resources 
impact Earth’s systems 
  
Math Standards 
8.F.B.4. Construct a function to model a linear 
relationship between two quantities. Determine the 
rate of change and initial value of the function 
from a description of a relationship or from two (x, 
y) values, including reading these from a table or 
from a graph. Interpret the rate of change and 
initial value of a linear function in terms of the 
situation it models, and in terms of its graph or a 
table of values. 
8.F.B.5. Describe qualitatively the functional 
relationship between two quantities by analyzing a 
graph (e.g., where the function is increasing or 
decreasing, linear or nonlinear). Sketch a graph 
that exhibits the qualitative features of a function 
that has been described verbally. 
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https://www.nj.gov/education/specialed/info/array.pdf
https://www.state.nj.us/education/modelcurriculum/ela/ELLSupport.pdf
https://www.state.nj.us/education/students/irs/strategies.pdf
https://www.nagc.org/resources-publications/gifted-education-practices
https://www.nj.gov/education/specialed/info/array.pdf

